 Gen 30:27  And Laban said unto him, I pray thee, if I have found favour in thine eyes, tarry: for I have learned by experience that the LORD hath blessed me for thy sake. 
	The north wind has placed a pile of leaves at our door and promises to lie in a drifting snow by this time tomorrow.  Winter has arrived and with it a certain melancholy as I remember the events of this past year.  Each day is a day with the Lord, but at the end of the year we have a tendency to reflect upon days past and dream of events of the coming year.
	My heart today is full of thankfulness to my Saviour and God.  Without my heavenly Father and resurrected Saviour I would be as Paul said, “… of all men most miserable.”  My life, family, and work have been and are blessed by knowing the Lord Jesus Christ.  As Laban told Jacob, “… I have learned by experience that the LORD hath blessed me for thy sake.”  That is more than true for me because of experiencing Jesus Christ in my life.  What are those blessings you might ask!
· The sweet presence of God in my spirit and life.
· God’s precious word that spoke to me fresh today.
· Fellowship with my kind and loving wife.
· Daughters who love their mom and dad.
· Hannah, my granddaughter, who was recently saved.
· The other grandchildren who love to attend church.
· Three sons-in-law who are trying to lead their families to find and experience God.
· All of you, our friends and partners, on this journey.
All of this was possible because of God’s son, the babe in Bethlehem’s manger.  Today, I spoke with one of my daughter’s about Christmas.  If I could have a Christmas wish, it would be that our nation and our world could go crazy another day buying and bustling about to get and have more.  On this Christmas I wish for all of you to draw aside with family and friends to worship the babe, God’s gift of redemption.  It seems too simple to say, but as with any gift, God’s son is of no actual value until you receive and experience Him in your life.
The psalmist said, “Psa 40:5  Many, O LORD my God, are thy wonderful works which thou hast done, and thy thoughts which are to us-ward: they cannot be reckoned up in order unto thee: if I would declare and speak of them, they are more than can be numbered.”  Have you taken time to remember some of the blessings in your life?  Please do!  Take time to honestly be thankful to God our Father and praise Him for His “…wonderful works…”
The work of getting the gospel to the world is never ending.  This new year of 2010 will bring new challenges we do not see, but rest assured that when you get there…… God has already been there!  He has promised his presence unto the end of the world.  Find your purpose.  Do the right thing daily.  Honor God.  Live for others.  Continue laboring in the harvest field.  The Lord of the Harvest will return soon!  Until He returns we remain His servants for Jesus sake,

Joe and Joyce Davis 
